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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responding to an amendment under 37 C.F.R. 1.116, filed 10/20/05 
which contains claims 2-15. Claims 1 and 16-20 have been canceled. 

2. Claims 2-15 are allowed with the following Examiner's amendment: 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An extension of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a) is required in order to make an 
examiner's amendment which places this application in condition for allowance. During 
a telephone conversation conducted on November 4, 2005, Mr. Robert Kalinsky 
requested an extension of time for 1 MONTH(S) and authorized the Director to charge 
Deposit Account No. 1 3-2725 the required fee of $60 for this extension and authorized 
the following examiner's amendment. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 2, line 7, after "longitudinal direction, - the spring release mechanism 
including first and second fingers configured to slide in the longitudinal direction 
between a locked position, such that the first and second spring arms engage the 
terminal end of the trough member, and an unlocked position, such that the first and 
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second fingers disengage the first and second spring arms from the terminal end of the 
trough member, - has been inserted. 

Claim 5, line 7, after "longitudinal direction, the spring release mechanism 
including first and second fingers configured to slide in the longitudinal direction 
between a locked position, such that the first and second spring arms engage the 
terminal end of the trough member, and an unlocked position, such that the first and 
second fingers disengage the first and second spring arms from the terminal end of the 
trough member, - has been inserted. 

Claim 5, line 10, after is slid from and before locked, "a" has been deleted and 
- the - has been inserted. 

Claim 5, lines 11, after position to and before unlocked position, "an" has been 
deleted and - the - has been inserted. 

Claim 9, line 2, after "having a" and before "body terminal end", - first - has 
been inserted. 

Claim 9, line 5, after "a locking element including a" and before "spring", - first « 
has been inserted. 

Claim 9, line 5, after "the" and before "spring", - first - has been inserted. 

Claim 9, line 7, after "longitudinal direction, - the spring release mechanism 
including first and second fingers configured to slide in the longitudinal direction 
between a locked position, such that the first and second spring arms engage the 
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terminal end of the trough member, and an unlocked position, such that the first and 
second fingers disengage the first and second spring arms from the terminal end of the 
trough member, - has been inserted. 

Claim 10, line 8, after " a spring release mechanism", - including first and second 
fingers - has been inserted. 

Claim 10, lines 9-10, after " with the spring", - such that the first and second 
fingers disengage the first and second spring arms from the terminal end of the trough 
member - has been inserted. 

Claim 10, line 10, after "in which the spring release", - mechanism - has been 
inserted. 

Claim 10, line 1 1 , after "to release the spring", - such that the first and spring 
arms engage the terminal end of the trough member - has been inserted. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE: 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

One major difference in claims 2, 4, 5, 9 and 10 not found in the closest prior art 
of Bernard (US 6,450,458) is that Bernard does not teach the locking element including 
a clip having first and second arms with detents formed on one end of each of the arms 
to engage the body of the coupler (claim 2); the spring release mechanism including 
first and second fingers configured to slide in the longitudinal direction between 
unlocked position, such that the first and second spring arms engage the terminal end 
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of the trough member, and an unlocked position, such that the first and second fingers 
disengage the first and second spring arms from the terminal ends of the trough 
member (claims 4, 9); a main body including a railway on which the spring release 
mechanism slides, the railway defining a notch and the spring release mechanism 
including a ramp such that, as the spring release mechanism is slid from the locked 
position to the unlocked position, the ramp pushes the railway and engages the notch to 
hold the spring release mechanism in the unlocked position (claims 5, 10) in 
combination with other limitations as a whole which is not found in Bernard either 
singularly or in combination to anticipate or render obvious the above limitations. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert P. Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Tan Le 

November 4, 2005 
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